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and may be demanding physically and psychologically. Report writing and desk work use other 
important skills taught in college criminal justice programs and police academies.

A large number of job opportunities exist in small and large police departments: training 
and firearms instructors, mounted horseback, motorcycle, bicycle patrols, canine units, and 
special weapons and tactics (SWAT) teams. Many departments have created positions for 
school resource officers, who work directly with students in partnership with public schools. 
Also, the increased use of non-sworn personnel has opened positions in statistical analysis, 
victim advocacy, and certain types of investigative functions.
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Figure 5.3  n Police Department Organizational Chart

Source: Reprinted with permission from the City of Lawrence, Kansas, Police Department.

Guest Video: 
Patrol duties and challenges




